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Dear Sir: 

In response to the Office Action dated April 23, 2002, please amend the application 
as follows and consider the included remarks. 


In the Claims: 

Please amend claims 12 and 23 as follows. A marked up version of the claims is 
included in the Appendix. 

^ 12. (Amended) The system of claim 6, wherein the subsurface buoyant device is 

located at a depth below the water surface such that the subsurface buoyant device is 
substantially unaffected by waves and surface currents produced by a selected storm magnitude. 


23. (Amended) The system of claim^ wherein the storage tank is a pressure balanced 

vessel having a box-shaped configuration wim a web-framed steel structure. 



Please add the following new claim. 



30. (New) An oil storage and offtake system, comprising: 

a storage tank attachable to a seabed and adapted to store hydrocarbons therein; 

at least one offload linyiiaving a first end coupled to and in fluid communication 
with the tank proximal a top of the timk and a second end adapted to be fluid coupled to a tanker 
and accessible from a water surfac/; and 
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TO THE ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS: 

Transmitted herewith is an amendment in the above-identified application. 
The fee has been calculated and is transmitted as shown below. 


CLAIMS AS AMENDED 



CLAIMS REMAINING 
AFTER AMENDMENT 

HIGHEST # 
PREV. PAID FOR 

NUMBER EXTRA 
CLAIMS PRESENT 

RATE 

ADDITIONAL 
FEE 

TOTAL CLAIMS 

30 

29 

1 

X $18.00 

$18.00 

INDEP. CLAIMS 

3 

3" 

0 

X $84.00 

$0.00 

Multiple Dependent Claims (check if applicable) □ 

$0.00 

TOTAL ADDITIONAL FEE FOR THIS AMENDMENT 

$18.00 


□ 
□ 


in the amount of 


No additional fee is required for amendment. 
Please charge Deposit Account No. 
A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 

A check in the amount of $18.00 to cover the filing fee is enclosed. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of the following fees associated with this 
communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-0591 
A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 
□ Any additional filing fees required under 37 C.F.R. 1.16, 
IS Any patent application processing fees under 37 CFR 1.17 


Dated: July 23, 2002 
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AUG 0 5 2002 

GROUP 3600 


Jonathan P. Osha, Reg. No. 33,986 
ROSENTHAL Sl OSHA, L.L.P. 
One Houston Center, Suite 2800 
1221 McKinney St. 
Houston, Texas 77010 

Telephone: (713) 228-8600 
Facsimile: (713)228-8778 


cc: 


I certify that this document and fee is being deposited 
on July 23, 2002 with the U.S. Postal Service as 

first class mall under 37 C.F.R. 1 .8 and is addressed to the 
Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 
20231. 
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